The proliferative T-lymphocyte response to streptokinase.
Purified streptokinase was found to initiate a proliferative T-lymphocyte response. The response was characterized by dose-response and kinetics investigations. Streptokinase did not initiate any response when tested on T lymphocytes from newborns, thus indicating that the proliferative T-lymphocyte response to streptokinase in vitro is an antigen stimulated activation of T lymphocytes from individuals previously sensitized in vivo. Of healthy individuals, 40% (16 out of 40 tested) showed a significant proliferative response to streptokinase. Methylprednisolone, cyclosporin A, theophyllamine and verapamil all inhibited the streptokinase-stimulated proliferative T-lymphocyte responses in a dose-dependent manner.